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injured by a stone, while the coachman barely managed lo escape to safety
by whipping up the horses. On another occasion Madame du Torcy, wife
el the Foreign Under-Secretary, was mistaken for 'Madurnn' Law by some
peasants and narrowly escaped being drowned in a tluckpond before she
succeeded in establishing her identity. The Duke of Bourbon, who had
made enormous profits from speculating in Mississippi stock and had
become momentarily attached to Law in consequence, extended tlio pro-
tective hospitality of his country place at St. Maur to Catherine and her
daughter during this period.

The Mississippi Director and his 'system'' now became the subject of
numerous lampoons and much ribald verse. The knowing ones took this
as a good sign for Law, and said that the French do not kill those they
satirize. The story of the 'system* was jestingly recounted in pasquinades
such as the following:

'My shares which on Monday I bought
Were worth millions on Tuesday, I thought
So on Wednesday I chose my abode;
In my carriage on Thursday I rode;
To the ball-room on Friday I went;
To the workhouse next day I was

At all events Law was seen about again. On September 23 he began to
sit for his portrait in crayons l to Rosalha Carricra, the famous Venetian
pioneer in the art of pastel painting, whose acquaintance ho hud made
some years before. On November 1 the artist called at the bank, probably
with the intention of getting paid for her work* (In fact she received
450 livres for it) It was the date on which the notes ceased to be legal
tender, 'A bad day', she recorded laconically in her diary, 'I saw M* Law
at the bank and talked to him'.
Law's enemies at Court, led fay the old Chancellor D'Agucttseau, did
their best to persuade the Regent to consign him to the Bastille. To his
credit Orleans once more declined to sacrifice a man who after all had
done nothing criminal. At the same time it had become generally obvious
with the collapse of the 'system' that the continued presence of its author
in France was a danger to himself as well as an embarrassment to the
1 This portrait was completed in less than two months on November 1$, 1720. Ttft
subsequent, history to the time of its disappearance in 1812 IB Ascribed below at p.
191. Portraits of Law during his residence in France were also executed by Alexis
Simon Belle and Hyacinthe Rigaud.